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5 K 8 of Sin is a full, abid- I 


* If ing, practical Diſcovery made in 
N Ne. N our Mind by the Holy Ghoſt, 
n through the Word, that as well 
by Nature, through the Fall of 
our Firſt Father and Covenant-head, as by 
Thought, Word, and Deed, we are altoge- : 


ther Sinners before Go D, and deferve that 


everlaſting Wrath which the Law denounces 


againſt Sin. Which Diſcovery, wherever 
it is effectually made, is accompanied with 
a ſincere Purpoſe and determined Readineſs 
to flee from the Wrath to come, by an Ac- 


ceptance of Salvation upon any Terms, on 
which it ſhall pleaſe Gop to offer it. 


Ix this Delcription three Things offer | 
themſelves to be conſidered, a 
ä I. Tur 


he 1 
— 


4 Concerning Convittion of Stv. 
1. Tur Fact of Sin. 


1. THE wares thereof by the Spi- 


rit 3 and 


III. T az Effect of | chat Diſcovery, 


eee 


« $ECT. = 
Of the Fa? of Six. 


IN is a Tranſgreſſion of the Ew of 


Gop, and is either Original, or Actual 


the Fruit of Original. 
ORIGINAL SIN. 


 Or161NAL Si is a State of Soul tranſ- 


greſſing the whole Law in its proper and 


Ppiritual meaning, for, 
. THERE is therein the very Eſſence 


i al that Sin which by the Law, conſider- 


ed in or according to its Ipunrual meaning 
is 1 


| THERE is therein a Want or 1 


of al thoſe ſpiritual Diſpoſitions and Duties 


which by the Law are required. 
i, Tree is in Original Sin, or, which 
is the ſame, in our Nature, as corrupted by 
the Fall, the very Eſſence of all that Sin 
which by the Law, conſidered in or ac- 


cording 


- 
.. .. ͤ a os a. , ot 


PGP 
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' Concerning Corcittion of ITY 5 


cording to its ſpiritual meaning, is forbid- 


den. 
For our Nature ſince the F all 18 . 


tially earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh; infomuch | 


that under the Influence thereof the whole 


Wiſdom that a Man naturally has in his | 


Underſtanding, the whole deliberate and 


freeſt Choice of his Will, together with the 
whole Bent and Exerciſe of his Affections, is 
always one or other of theſe. And in Con- 


ſequence hereof he lies under a moral Im- 


' poſſibility either of diſcerning, willing, or . 
effecting any one the leaſt ſpiritual or divine 

thing, ſo that while he is left to himſelf he 

is in utter ſpiritual Darkneſs, he acts under 
a Choice that is always rverſe, and is in 
a conſtant Purſuit of hole 

purely of this World. 


Thin which are 
Tris is properly a Child of Diſobedience, 


and in him the Devil ruleth at his Will, 


purely by means of this corrupted finful 
Nature, by perpetually pleaſing, through 


deluſive Imaginations, which he 1 is conſtant- 


ly impreſſing upon ſuch a one's Mind, and 


thereby ſtirring up Concupiſcence, and puſh- 2 


ing it into act. 
From this Account of the 1 Ini- 


quity of Man's Nature, it appears to have 
in it, as was faid above, the very Eſſence of 


all that Sin which is forbidden by the Law, 


which is alſo proveable from another Conſi- 


deration of It, for a Nature which in the 
A 3 | whole 


—— 


6 Cencerning Conviction of SIN. 
whole of its Knowledge, Choice and "Ag 


ſuits, is fixed upon Things earthly, Sc. 


ecvidently ſelfiſh, having in the whole but £ 


one object, ſelf-gratification : and if our Na- 
ture be thus purely ſelfiſh, thereby it expreſſes 
the ſtrongeſt Enmity againſt God and our 
— Neighbour, the Love of the one and the 
other of whom, CnrisT teaches us, is the 
Sum of the Law; the contrary is therefore 
forbidden in all the Commandments. 
 edly, Tax is in our Nature, as cor- 
rupted by the Fall, a Want or Abſence of 
all Diſpoſitions to, or Abilities for thoſe 
ſpiritual Duties which are required by the 
Law. 
IN DEE according to the Account juſt 
now given this cannot but be, for, i. If 
our natural Wiſdom ſeœes and can ſee nothing 
but what is of a worldly ſort, then conſe- 
quently there cannot be in our Underſtand- 
ing a Knowledge of GO; nor, 2. can 
there be of courſe any Choice of im in our 
Will; nor, 3. any going out of the Affec- 
tions after him. 80 that of Neceſſity in 
the Nature of Man there is Ignorance of 
G0, no Choice of him, nor. any Fear, 
Love, Truſt, Deſire after or Delight in him. 
But it is manifeſt ſuch a Knowledge of Gon, 
Choice of him, or being thus alfected to- 
wards him, are plainly required as the very 
Eſſence or Subſtance of all thoſe Duties 
which are enjoined us by the Law. In this 
wh: Condition 


Concerning Conviction of S1N. 7 


Condition we have not Gop for our Gp, 


but have other Gods before him ; we can- 


not worſhip him in the Spirit, we worſhip 


the Creature altogether, we do not honour 


him but ourſelves, and the Day in the 


Week which he has ſeparated for his Ser- 
| Vice, is entirely dedicated to our Luſts. 


WAI ILE we have been thus deſcribing 


what is meant by Original Sin, two Things 


evidently offer themſelves as relulgng from 


Ie: 

Tua the State of Original Sin is, 
14 A STarTz of ſpiritual Blindneſs, out 
of which we cannot deliver ourſelves by the 


Help of our own unaſſiſted Reaſon, and 
that both becauſe the Sinfulneſs of our Na- 
ture perpetually engages our Attention to 
Things earthly, ſenſual, or deviliſh ; and 
alſo becauſe the unaſſiſted F aculty of Rea- 
ſon has no Power of diſcerning Gop in any 

of his Works. And here let it be remarked 


that a competent Experience of this natural 


Blindneſs, can be the only Foundation of 


our ſubmitting to be taught of Gop. 


2dly, THAT it is a State of Guilt, becauſe 


a Tranſgreſſion of the whole Law. And 
here alſo we muſt take notice, that ſeeing 
we are by Nature Children of Wrath, pri- 


marily guilty before G op, becauſe of this. 
Original Sin that dwells in us; therefore 
whatever Experience we may have of other 


Guilt, yet if we are unacquainted with the 
A 4 Guilt 
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B Conterning Conviftion of 8 1 v. 
_ Guilt of Original Sin, we ſhall not be pre- 


pared in a Renunciation of our own Righ- 


teouſneſs to accept the Righteouſneſs which 
is of Gop by Faith. 


3dly, Tur it is a State of Impotence as 


to all Converſion towards Gop, both be- 
cauſe, Gop being unknown, there can be 
no Motive to turn unto him, and alſo be- 


cauſe under the Bias of corrupt Nature the 


Will does freely and continually chooſe only 
che Things that are contrary to him. And 


here again it mult be obſerved, that it is in- 
conceivable how, without a competent Ex- 


2 be die of this natural Impotency, we can 


diſpoſed to ſeek for or ſubmit unto the 


8 and ſanctifying Influences of che 
holy Spirit. 


2. From this Account of Original Sin 


we are taught what is a State of Sin. That 
it is a State and Condition wherein ſinful 
Nature directs and governs the whole Man, 


by perpetually fuggeſting its Deſires to the 


Mind, which readily entertains and approves 
of them, while in the mean time the Will 
heartily conſents to and determines for them. 


Here it muſt be obſerved, 
1//, THAT in this State Acts of Sin are 


continually brought forth, either inwardly 


in the Heart by the Will's conſenting to the 


Motion of corrupt Nature; which done, 
there is an actual Sin committed in the Sight 
of the nenne Gop, and that in- 


ward 


# 
2 

! 

| 
*. 


Concerning Conviction of SI x. "* 
ward Sin becomes more ſinful in proportion 
as the ſinful Object fixes itſelf upon the Soul, 


and Deſire waits for the Opportunity of ex- 


ternal Indulgence ; or outwardly, in Word 


or Deed, proceeding from ſuch in ward e- 
+ fires and Inclinations. 1 
24!y, Tnar in this State the Soul for the 15 
moſt part knows not the Sin that it is con- 
tinually committing. Indeed as to outward 


Sins of a more hainous Nature, and the 
groſſer Tempers of the Heart, that exert 


themſelves with a ſenſible Violence, a Man 5 
lying in a State of Sin may be reproved by 


his Conſcience; but then he never ſees theſe 
as Proofs and Evidences of his being in a 


State of Sin, the Enmity againſt Gop and 


the whole ſpiritual Iniquity that excites him 


to this Conduct, and conſtitutes him a Sin- 
ner before Gov, being entirely hid from 


his Eyes. And, 
 3aly, FHaT even what 1 does nge F 


theſe outward or inward Sins, he is with- 
out Power to deliver himſelf from. Natu- 
ral Men have for the moſt part a Conſcience 
which reproves and condemns them for. cer- 
_ tain Parts of their Conduct; under the In- 
_ fluence of this Reproof they are apt to form 


Reſolutions, but always find them unſuc- 
ceſsful. Thus much of the F ach of Sin. 


SH $ECT. 
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10 Concerning Conviction ifs SIN. 
SET. II. 


o the Diſcovery of the Fact of Sin * the 


SPIRIT. 


| VV Haven be the F act of our Sinfulneſs 
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State and Condition than Men lying in their 
Graves. They are compared allo to Perions 
aſleep, who for the preſent are without any 


a Diſcovery is made to them of the Truth 


- that are awakened out of Sleep. Now this 
- Diſcovery, whereby a Man 1s brought to 


ſee the real Fact of his Sinfulneſs is, we wh 
from the Spirit of Gop: and it muſt be * 


becauſe it is the Diſcovery of a ſpiritual 
matter; but the natural Man knoweth not the 


_ Things of the Spirit of God, for they are fool- 


 * 7/bneſs unto him, neither can he know them, 


| _ becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. And 
that this Diſcovery is from the Spirit, may 
alſo farther be made evident by Experience. 
Por whereas the Soul, whatever ſpeculative 
Knowledge it might have of Sin, did before 
this Diſcovery pay no Attention or Regard 


to it, and when at any Time it had ſeen a 
little 
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by Nature and Practice, yet we never 

ſce it to any good Purpoſe till the Spirit, 
by means of the Word, diſcovers it unto us. 
Natural Men are therefore ſaid to be dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins, ſeeing no more of their 


' Senſe of what they are, and therefore when 


of their Caſe, they are reſembled to Perſons 


Concerning Conviction of SIN, II 
little of what it was, like a man beholding 
his natural Face in the Glaſs, did depart and 
forget; now when it is under the powerful 
Illumination of the Spirit it finds it all other- 
_ wiſe, the Object is fixed upon the Mind, 
the Man cannot turn away his Eyes from 


his Sins; not only preſent or late Acts of 


Tranſgreſſion engage the Attention, but 
what he had long ago forgotten is brought 
to his Remembrance, and Sins which he 
before thought little appear now in a very 
different manner. 
To exemplify this by a few Scripture 5 | 
ſtances. The Perſons who had either di- 
rectly or indirectly born a Part in the hor- 
rible Crime of the Murder of the Son of 
God, though poſſibly they might not be 
without ſome Suſpicion: that they had acted 
a wicked Part therein, yet, as far as it ap- 
pears, they ſeem to have been eafy and quiet. 
enough about the matter; but at the Feaſt 
of Pentecoſt, when Peter explained to them 
the Enormity of that Crime, we find a Mul- 
titude of thoſe very Perſons deeply alarmed. 
and affected, or, as it is expreſſed, pricted at 
their Hearts. Now whence aroſe ſo ſtrange 
an Alteration ? why, the Spirit on that Day, 
moſt plentifully vouchſafed both: to the 
Speaker and the Hearers, opened the Eyes 
of their Underſtanding, and ſoftencd the 
Hardneſs of their Hearts, that they faw 
plainly what they had done, and how ſinful 
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12 Concerning Conviction of SIN. 


an Eſtate they were in, who could be capa- 
ble of ſuch a Conduct. That the effectual 


Sight and Senſe of Sin is from the Spirit, is 
very obſervable alſo from the Caſe of Peter 
but a little before: He had repeatedly de- 
nied his Maſter. Some Space of Time in- 
tervened between the Denials; why did he 
not ſee his Fault after the firſt or ſecond 
Denial, or why not after the third, till CHR IS 
looked upon him? He was in the ſame 
free Uſe of his Reaſon before, as then, and 
yet you fee, till the Spirit, the Fulneſs of 
whom dwelt in CRRIST, ſet his Sin home 
upon his Heart, he took no manner of No- 
rice of it. All this ſufficiently ſhews that a 
true Diſcovery of Sin is by the Spirit, and 
| ſignifies to us, that we ſhould be upon our 
guard againſt ſuch merely rational Know- - 
ledge of Sin as does not habitually repreſent 
us to ourſelves in our true Character, and 
has no practical Influence iſſuing from it. 


Ix Places where the Goſpel is preached, 


and of courſe Original Sin, in its Nature : 


and Conſequences, is frequently and fully 


opened, there will doubtleſs be found many 


who have a clear ſpeculative Knowledge of 


theſe Matters, and are perhaps zealous for 
the Truth of them, while nevertheleſs they 
are not convinced to any profitable Purpoſe, 
that theſe Things are indeed ſo. It may 
not be amiſs therefore to ſhew the Difference 
n ſuch a merely rational and a divine 

| Conviction 


Concerning Convictiun of S1N. . 13 

Conviction of Sin, as it lies in the very Na- 
ture of the Conviction itſelf, 
Frixs r, Conviction merely rational is 2 
perfect and undeciſive, attended with 
ſaying and doubting of Mind, but a Grine 
Conviction comes with ſuch full Evidence, 
as leaves the Soul without any Doubt of the 
Truth of its Caſe. Of this latter ſort was 


the Conviction of the Jailer, when he cried _ 
out, Acts xvi. 30. Sirs, What muſt I do to 


be ſaved ? while that of King Agrippa, Acts 
xxvi. 28. Almoſt thou -perſuadeſt me to be a 
C briſtian, ſeems to be the Reſult of mere 
reaſoning, 
A ſecond Mark of Diſtinction is this, that 
rational Conviction never goes far into the 
Heart, ſo as to leave any deep and laſting 
| Impreſſions there of the Things whereof the 
Soul ſeems to be in a manner convinced; 
whereas a ſpiritual Conviction concernin 
Sin leaves the Impreſſion of Sin abidingly 
upon the Conſcience: thus David ſaid, Pſal. 
li. 3. My Sm is ever before me. Whilſt his 
Advertiy Saul could upon Occaſion con- 
feſs, 1 Sam. xxvi. 21. I have ſinned, and yet 
quickly after forget that he had done ſo. 
A third Mark of Difference is the diffe- 

rent Moment and Importance with which 
theſe things affect the Mind. Where the 
Conviction is truly divine, the things Where 
of the Soul is convinced appear moment- 
Qus PRIOR as was the W 
t 


14 Concerning Conviftion of SIN. 
St Paul at his Converſion ; being convine- 
ed of what he had been and done, he was 


ſo affected with the Sight, that he fell to the 


Ground, Acts ix. 6. trembling and aſtoniſhed, 
and aſked the Lord, bat wilt thou have me 
to do? = 46 a 5 
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De Effetts of this Diſcovery. 
THESE are three, 1. A Conſciouſneſs 
of Guilt. 2. An Acknowledgment of 


the Deſert of Puniſhment. 3. A Readineſs 


and Determination to flee from the Wrath 
that is to come, by accepting Salvation up- 
on any Terms. 


1/ Effect, The Conſciouſneſs of | Guilt . 
which divine Conviction fixes upon the 


Heart. When Sin is committed, there is 
Guilt contracted in the Sight of God, ſo 
the whole World is ſaid to be guilty before 
op, but although all are in fact guilty 


before Go p, yet none are ſenſible to any 


purpoſe that they are ſo, until the Spirit by 
convincing them of the Sinfulneſs of Sin in 


 Gov's Sight begets upon their-Conſciences. 
a Knowledge or Senſe that they are guilty 
Creatures in Gop's Account. To be guilty- 
r of. the Law is one thing 


28. a Tranſgreſ 
3” | | WE and 
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Concerning Conviction of SIN. 15 


and to be found guilty of it before Gop's 
Judgment is another, which will be the un- 


happy Lot of all who die in their Sins. But 


that only which is of any ſaving Efficacy is 


to be found guilty now in our Conſciences, 


fo that we may regard ourſelves as thoſe who 
have tranſgreſſed the Law, and are fallen 
under the Penalty of it. It is a main Point 


in Conviction of Sin, that a Man holds and 


Judges himſelf guilty before Go becauſe 


of Sin, Sin of every Kind and Species that 


he is chargeable with, whether Sin of Omiſ- | 
ſion or Sin of Commiſſion, or whether it be 


outward Sin in Words and Actions, or whe- 
ther it be inward Sin in the Deſires and 


| Thoughts of the Heart; or finally, and be- 
fore all, and above all, and as the Founda- 


tion of all, that he judge himſelf guilty ſim- 
ply and independently of every other Cauſe 


of Guilt, becauſe of that Original Sin, that 


State of Departure from, and Oppoſition to 


the whole Law of Gop which natur ally 2 
dwelleth in him. 8 - 


_ Sven a Senſe of Guilt, and upon fuch | 
Foundations, eſpecially that of Original Sin, 


David expreſſes in this manner; I acknow- 


ledge my Tran ſgreſſion, and my Sin is ever be- 
fore me. Againſt thee, ihee only have I fin- 


ned and done this Evil in thy Sight. Bebold, 
I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my 


Mol her conceive me behold, thou deſireſt. Truth 
| in the inward Paris. A EG a IE 


16 Concerning Conviction of SIN. 
Bur concerning this Part of our Subject, 
_ viz. a Senſe of Guilt, or Obnoxiouſneſs to 
_ Puniſhment, it may be uſeful to obſerve, 
that though it will always be found where a 
true divine Conviction of Sin is, and makes 
an eſſential Part of it; yet is there often a 
conſiderable Degree of it which infers no 
ſuch thing. It is plain from the Caſe of 


Abab and Judas, and many others recorded 


in Scripture, that Men may have ſome ſting- 


ing Senſe of Guilt, of their Liableneſs to 


Wrath, eſpecially for ſome particular Sins, 
who notwithſtanding never attain unto a 
ſaving Conviction of Sin. And this, it is 


do be feared; is every Day the Caſe of many, 


Who ſtop in Awakenings and a galling Senſe 
of Guilt ariſing merely from particular 
Tranſgreſſions, while, in the mean time, 
having never ſeen the Fact of their fallen 
e they have never ſeen the moſt diſ- 

iſhed and eminent Part of their Guilt, 
5 ſo never arrive unto an inward and fav- 
ing Converſion; but catch haſtily at ſome 
falſe Relief from their Diſtreſs, and reſt in 
ſomething or other miſcalled Faith, while 
they are intirely void of the Thing itſelf, 
viz. a living Principle which purifies the 
Heart. 
2. Taz ſecond Effect of a divine Convic- 
tion repreſented in Scripture is an undiſput- 
ing and practical Acknowledgment of the 
Deſert of all Sin. A Man may be . 
MY 


Concerning Convi woiftion of S1N, 17 


ed he has tranſgreſſed the Law of Gop, and 
that for ſo doing he is become guilty, and 


fallen under the Curſe of the ſame, when at 
the ſame time there is not the leaſt Con- 
viction in his Mind that ſuch Curfe is what 
he really deſerves. This Difference is great- 
ly to be noted. For as a Man who is un- 


der Sentence of Death for Crimes againſt 


the State may be, and often is under great 
Agonies and Horrors becauſe of the Puniſh- 


ment which he ſees plain enough the Law 


has allotted him to endure, while in any other 
View he has not the leaſt Concern about, 
or Apprehenſion of the Crime which brings 
this Puniſhment upon him: fo a Man 


3 brought to the Knowledge of his Sins may 


have great Dread within his Soul from an 
Expectation of the divine Wrath, who is 
not at all ſenſible of the Evil of thoſe Sins 
which procure that Wrath. Such ſeems to 
have been the Caſe of Cain, when, from a 
View merely of his Sufferings, unaccompa- 


nied with any Senſe how juſtly they were 
inflicted, he appears murmuringly to have 


cried out, My Puniſhment is greater than I 
can bear. And this doubtleſs was the Caſe 
of Judas, who in a Fit of Pride, Rage and 


Deſpair, went and hanged himſelf. As this 


is a Matter of ſingular Importance, it may 
be proper to ſet down a Mark or two where- 


by this guilty, but yet ſelfiſn, unconvinced, 
unhumbled * m be diſcerned and dif- 


tinguiſhed. 
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tinguiſhed. As, 1. It may eaſily be diſcern- 
ed by that ol al untbankfalneſs of Heart which 
always accompanies it. In Perſons under 
a mere Senſe of Guilt and Dread of Puniſh- 
ment, you will evidently diſcover, that there 
is not the leaſt Appearance of Thankfulneſs 
upon their Hearts for Gop's long Forbear- 
ance with them under their great and mani- 
fold Iniquities, for his Mercy to them in 
not ſuffering them to go on in a ſtupid Un- 
_ concern, but calling them by his Terrors, 
as well as by other Motives, to awake and 
ariſe from the Dead; tor his Mill daily Pa- 
tience with them, and for all the means he 
is continually uſing to bring them to a tho- 


rough Conviction and Converſion. None 


of ;theſe Things make the leaſt Impreſſion 
of Gratitude upon the Hearts of ſuch Per- 
ſons, and of Conſequence they are Strangers 
to every Degree of Self- condemnation and 
Self- loathing for all they have done againſt 
him. 
2. Tris State of the Soul will make it- 
ſelf known by a Spirit of Impalience. It 
wants to be rid of its Diſtreſs; it wants to 
have Peace and Comfort given it, and it 
muſt have them ſpeedily, or it grows fret- 
ful under the Delay, or in other Words it 
knows not how to wait for Gop's Gifts, 
but, as if they were no Gifts at all, ſeems to 
demand them as a Due, and is for appoint- 


| ing unto Gop the Time and Manner of his 
__diſtri- 


« 
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- diſtributing them. And as it is thus im- 
_ patiently querulous againſt Gop himſelf, 
and preſumptuouſly expoſtulating, Why is 
he fo long in coming to deliver me? ſo does 
it alſo riſe up A ink the diſereeteſt and moſt 
affectionate Endeavours of Chriſtian Miniſ- 
ters or Friends for its Relief, If indeed he 
who takes upon him the kind Office of mi- 


niſtring Advice, could in a Moment rid a 
Perſon in this State of his Fears, by convey- 


ing into his Soul inſtant and full Aſſurance 
that all his Sins are forgiven, and that he 
ſhall never ſuffer the Torments he is in dread 
of, this would fatisfy; but inaſmuch as 
this is not at any Time in the Power of 
Man, and if it was, ſuch a Perſon is in a 
State abſolutely unprepared for ſuch a Bleſ- 


ſing, all that is ſaid beſides, however ſuit- 


able to his Caſe, and however tending in 
due Time to bring him to the Enjoyment 
of all the Relief he wants, is heard without 
Attention, and with a ſecret, if not an open 
Fretfulneſs and Anger againſt it, which pee- 
viſh Spirit alſo fails not to ſhew itſelf in the 
general Conduct. YT 


3. A third Mark, is murmuring againſt 


 Govy's Dealings and Judgments, as though 
they were ſevere. Far from conceiving from 
all Gop's Diſpenſations towards him, the leaſt 
Thought of his being gracious and merci- 


ful, the Perſon we are ſpeaking of thinks 
the divine Treatment of him cruel anden 
. „ 
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juſt. As this ſometimes diſcovers itſelf moſt 
openly and avowedly, fo at other times 
when it is neither ſeen nor owned by the 
Perſon offending, it is very diſcernible to 
experienced Chriſtians, who, from mary 
_ Evidences, fee that the Language of ſuch a 
Perſon's Hear! is, Why am TI thus dealt 
with? Why are not my Prayers better an- 
ſwered? What does God ſee in me worſe 
than others, that I ſhould be thus ſingularly, 
or ſo Jong afflifted? Is there indeed in my 
Iniquities Guilt enough truly to deſerve all 
the threatened Puniſhment preſent and fu- 
ture? Efſpecially;can Gop juſtly hold me 
guilty for that Sin of my Nature which was 
brought upon me, not by my own perſonal 
AR, but by the Tranſgreſſion of another? 
And here let it be obſerved, that ſuch is 
many times diſcoverable to be the State of | 
the Spirit, and the real Language of the 
Heart, while the Mouth ſhall be profeſſing 
ſuch a Senſe of Vileneſs and Demerit, as to 
be frequently ſaying, «+ I wonder ſuch a 
« Wretch as I am out of Hell.” 8 
A Soul remaining in this Diſpoſition re- 
mains evidently under a Diſqualification for 
ſeeking and receiving the free Grace and 
Mercy of the Goſpel. For to ſeek and re- 
ceive Pardon and Mercy really, as fuch, does 
in the very Nature of the Thing imply a 
previous Acknowledgment in the Soul of 
deſerving the threatened Puniſhment ; for 
5 1 __ other- 


o 
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- otherwiſe ſuppoſing the Puniſhment not to 
be inflicted, ſeeing it was not thought to be 
_ deſerved, the not r enduring the Puniſhment 


would not, and could not be received as an 


Act of mere Mercy and Grace, but muſt be 


deemed nothing more than an Allotment of 
Juſtice. So that the juſtifying of Gop, or 


a full Acknowledgment of the Righteouſ- 


neſs of all his Judgments pronounced againſt 


us, or inflicted upon us, on account of Sin, 
is not only a material Branch of a true Con- 
viction of our Sinfulneſs, but is indeed the 
ſupreme, conſummating Part thereof, and 
the grand Point wherein the Evidence and 
Truth of Conviction conſiſt. Let a Man 


conſider that while he is indiſpoſed to this 


_ eſſential Duty, while his Mind cannot con- 


ſent to the Righteouſneſs of all the divine 


Denunciations againſt Sin, he 1s actually 


charging GOD with Injuſtice and Cruelty 
for puniſhing Sin as he does; I ſay, let a 
Man conſider this, and he will eaſily ſee, 


that there is a proud, ſelf-exalting, unmor- 
tified Spirit within him, that preſumes to be 
wiſer and better than Gop, and therewith 
does effectually debar him from 8 


that free Mercy of Gop which he is moſ 
ready to beſtow upon all who come before 


him confeſling their Deſerts in the Spirit of 
the Publican, Od be merciful lo me a Sinner, 
Luke xviii. 13. acquitting him of all Seve- 
ty, by ſaying, like thoſe of old, from the. 


Ground. 
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Ground of the Heart, Thou art juſt in all 


that is brought upon us, for thou baſt done 
right, but we have done wicxedly, Neh. ix. 33. 


and in that moſt abaſed Language of Da- 
vid, Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned and 


done this Evil in thy Sight, that thou mighteſt 
be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſt, and be clear 
ies thou judgeſt, Pſalm li. 4. An Exem- 
plification "recite and full of ſuch an undiſ- 
puting and practical Acknowledgement of 


the Deſert of all Sin as is contained in theſe _ 


ſeveral Scriptures, is exhibited to us in the 
_ Caſe of the Prodigal Son: Where we ſee a 


Man come to himſelf, that is, brought to 
a Diſcovery of his real Situation, a guilty, 
demeritorious, ruinous one indeed and un- 
der a deep, abiding Senſe of it, reſolving to 
own it all, but chiefly qwelling on his Vile- 


neſs, and prefacing his Deſires even of the 
moſt moderate Relief, with the fulleſt Con- 


feſſion of his abſolute Want of Title to any; 
Father, I have finned—and am no more wor- 
thy to be called thy Son, Luke xv. 11—21. 


'The Marks therefore which difference this 


Spirit from that ſelfiſh and unhumbled one 


before deſcribed, are directly oppoſed to the 


former, and ought greatly to be attended 


to. 


ful Diſpoſition, it fills the Soul with univer- 
ſal Thankfulneſs. Its Language is, I am 
10 worthy of the traſt of all the Mercies which 


thou 


1. As firſt, in Oppoſition to an unthank- 
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thou haſt ſhewed un!o thy Servant, Gen. xxxii. 
10. It is of the Lord's Mercies that we are 
not conſumed, becauſe his C nog on- fail not, 
Lam. ni: 22. and the like. 

5 2. UNDER this Frame, inſtead of uneaſy 
_ Impatient Fretfulneſs, the Soul is greatly 


inclined to a meek Contentedneſs in waiting 


for the Lord's Mercies. I ts good, ſays the 
Soul, that a Man ſhould both hope and quietly 


wail for the Salvation of the Lord, Lam. iii. 
26. Wait on the Lord : be of good Courage, 


and be ſpall ſtrengihen thine Heart: wait, 1 


Jay, on the Lord, Plalm xxvii. 14. 
3. In Oppoſition to murmuring, it dif- 
poſes the Heart to ſatisfiedneſs under pre- 


ſent Allotments, however unpleaſing ta Fleſh 
and Blood, and whether they be of Provi- 


dence or Grace. Under Corrections it dic- 


tates this Language, Wherefore doth a living 
Man complain, a Man for the Puniſhment of 
His Sins? Lam. iii. 39. In the Proſpect of 


Judgments it ſuggeſts, 1t is the Lord, let him 


do what ſeemeth him good, 1 Sam. iii. 18. 


And in the cloudieſt Seaſons, and moſt try- 
ing Circumſtances, when. no way of Deli- 


verance appears, it intimates a Plea for Gop; 


Though Clouds and Darkneſs are round about 
bim, Rig bleouſneſs and Fudgment are the Har 
bitation of bis Throne, Pſal. xcvii. 2. 


3. THe third and laſt Effect of a eien 


Conviction mentioned in Scripture, is a De- 


termination and Reacinels of Mind to flee, 


from 
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from the Wrath to come, in accepting Sal- 
vation by any Means through which Goo 
mall be piceaſed-to offer iu. 
_, UnrTo this State of Mind no one is 
brought who would be making any Com 
promiſes or Reſervations whatſoever. Too 
be ready in this Senſe, muſt imply a reſolute 
Determination to do, forbear, and ſuffer all 
Things which may be laid upon us in the 
Way of our Salvation. For a Man to ſay, 
Jam under an unavoidable, inſupportable 
Sentence of everlaſting Death, and am moſt 
deſervedly going to inherit it, unleſs the 
Mercy of Gop interpoſe in my Favour; 
While, in the mean time, he does not ſet 
himſelf to bear, and to do thoſe Things 
which God expreſsly requires of him in 
order to his Salvation, affords an evident 
-Diſcovery that he utters with his Lips what 
1s not the real Perſuaſion of his Heart, and 
that he has not that Concern about theſe 
Matters which a divine Conviction neceſſa- 
rily implies. True Conviction of Sin brings 


a Man's Heart ſo low, that, in Oppoſition 


to his Pride, he is content to be received 
| wholly as a pardoned Criminal; and, in 
Oppoſition to the Love of Sin that is in his 
Nature, is deſirous by any means to be rid 
of it all at Gop's Command. The main 
Matters in regard to our Preparation for re- 
ceiving Sal vation are, that we ſhould be 


willing to accept it as a free Gift purchaſed 
5 : altoge- 
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altogether by, and beſtowed upon us for the 


Obedience 15 Blood of CHRIST, and yield 
ourſelves to be made holy by his Grace. 
The former of which is ek a Jot leſs con- 

'trary to our corrupt Nature than the latter. 
Indeed they both only iſſue from that one 
Juſt Conviction of our total Guilt and De- 
ſert of Puniſhment, which alone prepares us 
to accept the free Pardon of our Sins, and 
by the Diſcovery of the Evil of them, in- 
clines ns to be willing to leave them. From 
hence it appears that a Man may eaſily judge 
about the Truth of his Conviction, I mean, 
by this practical Influence which it has up- 


on his whole Heart and Life. To judge 
ar 


my Conviction ſound, becauſe in particu 


Seafons and Frames I am affected by an 


alarming and hateful Sight of my Iniquities, 
and ſeem determined at all Events to leave 


them, if at the ſame time my after Con- 


duct be not in Correſpondence herewith, is 
' exceedingly dangerous, and to give myſelf 
upto Deluſion. While on the other hand 
2 - it is equally manifeſt that however weak and 
imperfect my Senſe of Guilt, and of the Evil 
= of Sin may ſeem to myſelf to be, yet if the 


one makes me habitually fly to CHRISr for 


1 the Juſtification of my Perſon through his 


Obedience unto Death, counting every F thing 
Loſs and Dung that I may be found in him; 


and the other engages me as my main Bu- 


« fines co eld mylelt 1 in all Things unto rhe 
- B of Will 
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Will of Gop, exciting alſo a Deſire and 
Endeavour to be more perfectly informed 
What his Will is; if it ſets me to ſuſpect, 
ſearch out, and watch over my moſt ſinful 
Heart, labouring to renounce every evil 
Thing either in that or in my outward Con- 
duct: In ſuch Cafe no Doubt is to be made 
of my Preparation for all the Bleſſings of 
the Goſpel. But the Spirit not truly con- 
vinced of Sin will be perpetually raiſing Ob- 


jections to the Goſpel in all its vital and eſ- 


ſential Parts, which will effectually keep it 
from receiving it, or partaking of its Pri- 
vileges. Here then we ſee the true Cauſe 
why of the Multitude that feem for a Time 
to make ſome ſhew of Religion ſo many fall 
away, viz. becauſe their Hearts were never 
ſoundly convinced of Sin, nor conſequently 
prepared for receiving CHRIST. 

Wr have now gone through the Points 
propoſed, and hereupon it will probably be 


| aſked: Is no one prepared for the Goſpet 


who has not all this exact particular Know- 
ledge concerning Sin Original and Actual, 


together with this Conviction of its Guilt [ 


and Deſert which you have been deſcribing ? 
We anfwer, that ſo much Knowledge of the 
Fact and Guilt of Original Sin, and of its 
Effects, as is requiſite to convince us of our 

want of Jzsus CHRIST, both for our Ac- 

ceptance with Go, and for bringing back | 
our rebellious and apoſtate Hearts unto him, 
t | ſcem? 
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ſeems to be abſolutely needful, becauſe, 


without this we do in our Judgments of 
ourſelves retain the Character of the whole 


that need not a Phyſician, But when the 
Spirit has gone thus far in diſcovering to us 
the Truth of our Caſe, as corrupt, fallen, 


and in ourſelves loſt and helpleſs Creatures, 
and has begotten in us a determined Abhor- 


rence of Sin, although we have not yet at- 
_ tained unto an exact Knowledge of Corrup- 
tion in all its Branches and all its ſubtle and 


ſecret Workings, there is no room to doubt 
that the Conviction is effectual, for it proves 
itſelf to be fo, becauſe it engages the Soul 


readily to accept of CHRIS for the two 


main Ends of his Undertaking, viz. our 
| Juſtification and Sanctification. A due Diſ- | 


covery of the Fact of Sin is indeed neceſſary 


| becauſe we cannot judge ourſelves guilty, 
or deſerving to be puniſhed for the Sin which 
we know not we are chargeable with. And 

this Diſcovery mult be of Sin Original as 
well as Actual, fo far forth as to make us 


ſenſible we are altogether condemned in Gop's 


Sight, and are in need both of an inward and 


outward Change. To farther Diſcoveries 


of our inward Man, and of the Guilt and 


Evil of Sin, the Holy Spirit, in our diligent 
uſe of the Scriptures, Self-Examination and 
Prayer, together with our comparing the 
Sin that we ſee in others with the work- 
th ings 
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ings of our own Heart, and conferring with 
Perfons of more Experience, will lead us on 
by little and little; tho' in the mean time 
we ſhall never, white we are in this World, 
attain unto the Knowledge of all that Myſ- 
tery of Iniquity that doelech! in our Fleſh. 
The Heart js deceitful above all Things and 


deſperately wicked, who can know it? Nor 
Thall we be able to ſee more than a Glimpſe 


of the real and enormous Guilt and Evil of 


Sin. But that which is of the greateſt Mo- 
ment to be ſearched into in this Matter is, 
whether a competent Diſcovery of the Fact 
of Sin be accompanied with fuch a real Con- 
viction of dur Guilt and Deſert of Puniſh- 
ment on Account of it, as makes us ready 
to receive Mercy thro” any means, Where 
Conviction of our Guilt and Deſert of Pu- 
_ 'niſhment, with this Readineſs of Mind ac- 
companying them, are not, there, whatever 
PR and moſt exact ſpeculative Know- 
dge there may be of the Apoſtaſy of our 
Nature, the Soul {till remains in an unc6n- 
vinced and conſequently unconverted Eſtate. 
That Soul only cotnes to God in a right 
Temper, that approaches him in the Spirir 


of the Publican, G:d be merciful to me a 


Sinner, and falling down with the truly hum- 
bled Saul fays,' without reſerve, Lord, What 
" Will thou bave me to 0 ? nn 
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